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They say that you can’t get a job until you gain
experience. In the same breath, they’ll tell you how
you can’t gain experience until you have a job.
Such is the circular logic that many graduate
students encounter when they begin their job hunt.

IIT’s Center for Research and Service defies this
stereotypical experience. At IIT, students have the
opportunity to gain real work experience, apply
what they learn in the classroom, and work along
some of the most influential minds in the field.
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IIT Center for Research and Service

Center for Research and Service Staff. From Left: Bruce
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IOOB Student Conference

SIOP Conference & IIT Reception

Each November, Dr. Roya Ayman opens her
home for a gathering of the IIT I/O community.
The event provides an informal environment
that enables students, faculty, and alumni to
learn more about each other – both
professionally and personally.

This annual event has become an invaluable
social outlet. First year students get the
opportunity to question their more seasoned
classmates. Students and faculty relate their
research experiences, and alumni networks
provide potential leads to future job
opportunities.

This event allows you to really appreciate the IIT
academic experience. People come from all
walks of life with one very important thing in
common – their shared experience at IIT.

Are you a first-year student looking to get
informed about your future years at IIT? An
advanced student interested in meeting this
year’s new class? Alumni looking to see how the
program or campus has changed? An employer
looking to find that one IIT student to fill your
internship position? Did I mention the food? It’s
got something for everyone!

This year’s event is slated for November 13! We
will see you there!

IOOB is a graduate student conference held
annually by students for students.  The 2004
conference was held at The University of
Tulsa, OK, with the theme “Moving the Box.”

Speakers such as Drs. Angelo De Nisi, Nancy
Tippins, Eduardo Salas, and Robert Hogan
raised issues about stepping outside the
traditional I/O paradigm to bring in new ideas
and push the field in new directions.

There were posters and presentations from
students as well as interactive workshops from
faculty and professionals.  It was a great
opportunity to meet our fellow students from
other schools.

There were many fun activities planned for us
upon arrival, including outings and games.  It
was a great environment to get comments from
peers on our hard work.  IOOB is a great place
to get feedback on projects, papers, ideas, and
works in progress.  The atmosphere was not
stressful, and awards were given for outstanding
papers.

Next year, IOOB will be at The Florida Institute
of Technology in February 2005.  Check out the
website, IOOB.org, in the coming months for
more details and submission deadlines.  Let’s
make sure that enough students attend to
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