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As I finish my term 

as President of AIChE, I 
look forward to seeing what 

the next executive board 
will accomplish, and I hope 
they will maintain and bol-

ster our efforts to institute 
community, progress, and 
excellence in our chapter. 

Our chapter contin-
ued to host events virtually 

to maintain the comradery 
amongst our chapter mem-
bers. Every week, we host-

ed a professional at our 
general body meetings to 

discuss topics ranging from 
the work in their industry 
to career building and 

much more. We encour-
aged our students to com-
municate with profession-

als and each other to build 
their networks and learn 

more about the possibilities 
that lie ahead. We hosted 
virtual game nights weekly 

to help students decom-
press after a hard week of 
schoolwork and build rela-

tionships with each other. I 
know the next executive 

board will continue to host 
fun and interactive events 
to keep the family that is 

AIChE together. 
Our Chem-E Car 

team was fortunate to com-
pete in the North-Central 

Regional Chem-E Car Com-

petition this year. The team 
set everything up from the 

testing area to the set-up 
station to host a successful 
event. We were able to al-

low students to also attend 
the AIChE National Stu-
dent Conference to give 

them an opportunity to at-
tend workshops, view stu-

dent projects, and network 
with professionals. Our 
Mentor-Mentee Program 

continued to make strides 
in connecting students with 

mentors, and we continued 
building relationships with 
our Graduate student 

counterparts.  
I am so proud to see 

everything that our chapter 

has continued to do even 
during this pandemic. It 

has been an absolute 
pleasure to be a part of this 
organization and getting to 

know all of the people in-
volved. I would like to 
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Hi everyone!  

 My name is Jessica 
Forbes and this year I’ve had 

the honor of holding the po-
sition of Internal Vice Presi-
dent. My role consisted of 

planning and hosting events 
for the entire community to 
participate in. When I was a 

freshman coming into IIT, I 
didn’t know a lot of people 

so I decided to attend a few 
AIChE events. As I did, I felt 
that immediate sense of 

comfort. Because of that, I 
was able to find people that I 

now consider some of my 
closest friends/family. I 
wanted to return that same 

feeling towards the new 
members.  
 In the beginning of 

Spring 2020, in January, we 
held a Dinner with Profes-

sors event that was located 
in Labriola Cafe in Chicago. 
We ordered delicious pizza 

and pasta and had a total of 
roughly 30 students and fac-
ulty. This was an amazing 

opportunity to network and 
to get to know the professors 

along with other ChemE’s 
outside of academia.  

 

 In February, we had 
an Escape Room event held 

at Fox in a Box in Chicago. 
There were 4 rooms (The 
Bank, The Prison, The Bun-

ker and The Zodiac) that 
held about 6 players each. 
The goal was to solve a se-

ries of puzzles in a group 
under a time constraint to 

“escape” the room.   
 

 There were other ideas 
planned for the remaining 
semester such as a Glow in 

the Dark Party that would 
have been held in IIT’s ar-
cade “The Bog”, a  tie dye 

and cotton candy collabora-
tion event with PRISM 

(LGBTQ+ org) as well as 
ChemElympics (a joint com-
petition with all the other 

engineering related orgs). 
Unfortunately, these events 

were cancelled due to 
COVID-19 in March. 
 In the beginning of the 

Fall 2020 semester, we tran-
sitioned to completely virtual 
events. The first GBM 

(General Body Meeting) we 

had started off with a ka-

hoot, learning about the ex-
ec board members. Each ex-

ec member had to provide 
three lies and one truth and 
the general body had to 

guess which one was true. 
Afterwards, we broke out in-
to break out rooms and did 

an A-Z scavenger hunt. The 
objective was to find an ob-

ject in your room for every 
letter of the alphabet. For 
example an apple would be 

for the letter A and a back-
pack would be for the letter 

B. Whatever group got the 
most items in 20 minutes 
won. For the rest of the se-

mester, we held weekly game 
nights on Friday’s playing 
one of the most popular 

games right now, Among 
Us.  

 Lastly, I wanted to 
give a HUGE shoutout to 
every exec member for all 

their hard work. We won the 
Outstanding Student Chap-
ter Award once again be-

cause of everyone’s wonder-
ful contributions. I’m beyond 

proud of what this team has 
been able to accomplish un-
der the unforeseen circum-

stances and I am excited to 
see what the AIChE 2021 

Executive Board has in store 
for the future! :)  
 Always stay kind and 

continuously spread love & 
positivity,  
Jessica Forbes  

 This Semesterõs Events 
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Hello, hello, it’s Abby your 2020 treasurer. I can’t 
believe my time as treasurer is coming to a final 
close. You thought I’d be gone last year, but here I 
am completing my second term as treasurer. I am 
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 About our Speakers 

 This last semester, AIChE decided to 
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 Conference Coordinator 

My name is Kiera Puls and I am the conference co-

ordinator for AIChE IIT. 
 This fall we attended the first Virtual AIChE 

Conference. The conference was held from Nov 20-
22. The AIChE Annual Meeting is an educational 
forum for chemical engineers interested in innova-

tion and professional growth. During their work-
shops, industry experts covered a wide range of 
topics relevant to cutting-edge research, new tech-

nologies, and emerging growth areas in chemical 
engineering. Furthermore, the conference is a 

great way for IIT students to network professional-
ly with other peers across the country and with 
various companies. This year we have the pleasure 

to announce that IIT won the Outstanding Student 
Chapter award at the conference. We would like to 

congratulate everybody on the executive board and 
Don for their hard work throughout the year. 

Besides, on behalf of the executive board, I 
would like to thank the staff of OCL for help regis-

tering for the conference during these tough times. 
Due to COVID-19 the next location, for next se-
mester's conference has yet to be released.  
 

~Kiera Puls 

Conference Coordinator 
 
 

Awards Dinner/ Young 

Professional 
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 Local Section Meeting/Plant Tour 

 As LSM and Plant Tour Coordinator, my job 

is to promote the attendance of students to the 
Chicago Local Section monthly meetings and or-

ganize tours to operating plants and chemical en-
gineers' workplaces. I chose this position because I 
saw the importance of these meetings and tours 

through which students can expose themselves to 
different fields and network with professionals. 
These events were one of my first networking activ-

ities in college and I’m thankful that Antonio, who 
served at this position before me, organized them 

so that I had the opportunity to learn from not on-
ly professionals but also from my ChemE senpai’s. 
 

 Through this position, I learned that there is 
a lot that goes into organizing a plant/workplace 

tour and I tremendously admire the people before 
me who were able to successfully host one. I 
learned how to send professional emails to compa-

nies to request for tours and learned to get used to 
being rejected or ghosted by them and persistently 
keep shooting my shots at other places. During my 

term, I could have been able to organize a tour to a 
prototyping workplace and another one to a nucle-

ar energy plant if not because of the pandemic. 
The experience of being on the AIChE executive 
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