
Resources to Help You Practice English
Developed by English Language Services, Illinois Tech

This page contains links to English language websites to help you practice speaking, listening, reading, pronunciation, and
grammar. We have also listed several sites that we like around the topics of life in the US and life in Chicago.

● Speaking
● Vocabulary
● Pronunciation
● Listening
● Reading
● Writing
● Grammar
● Learning about American Culture
● Exploring Chicago

Speaking
SPEAK conversation sessions at Illinois Tech
This is an in-person event. Every week during the university “lunch hour,” meet with international and domestic students and
English language instructors to practice your spoken English. Lunch is provided! See our website for more details.

Toastmasters International
Tips and resources to help with public speaking and giving presentations, including mini-courses, podcasts, and videos to
develop your public speaking skills.

Bank of English conversational phrases
The University of Michigan developed this extensive list of phrases commonly used in discussion. Also includes audio for
pronunciation

English Central
Large collection of videos featuring native English speakers and tools for pronunciation practice. Also offers Interactive
exercises and quizzes that reinforce vocabulary, comprehension, and speaking skills

BBC Learning English
The BBC has a large collection of audio and video lessons, interactive exercises, quizzes, and language tips.
Go to “courses” and scroll down. There are also free short courses to practice specific skills in speaking.

Speak Confident English
Many videos with useful speaking tips (pronunciation / vocabulary / functions)

Vocabulary
Quizlet
This site helps you create flashcards to practice new vocabulary. You can also add images and access shared lists of
vocabulary from other users.

BBC Learning English – Learning Vocabulary
The BBC has a section dedicated to building spoken language vocabulary – more of a focus on idioms and phrases

English Language Services Resources, updated June 2023

/els
http://english.iit.edu/speak
http://english.iit.edu/speak
http://www.toastmasters.org/resources
http://www.umich.edu/~flcourse/verbstrat/
https://www.englishcentral.com/browse/videos
https://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/
https://www.speakconfidentenglish.com/online-lessons/
http://www.quizlet.com
https://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/medium_vocabulary


English Central
Good videos and activities to building vocabulary skills

Business English Pod
Many useful podcasts with focus on building vocabulary

English Language Listening Library Online
Listening sites with audio and video for different levels. Includes transcripts and vocabulary quizzes

Pronunciation
English Central
Wide variety of short videos with pronunciation exercises

Rachel's English
YouTube channel with a wide selection of pronunciation and conversational videos

Listening
Business English Pod
Hundreds of authentic business conversations, lessons, and quizzes

English Language Listening Library Online
Listening sites with audio and video for different levels. Includes transcripts and vocabulary quizzes

ESL Bits
Different audiobooks and audio stories in English together with their transcriptions. All the audio
e
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https://www.englishcentral.com/browse/videos
http://www.businessenglishpod.com
http://www.elllo.org
https://www.englishcentral.com/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvn_XCl_mgQmt3sD753zdJA
http://www.businessenglishpod.com
http://www.elllo.org
http://esl-bits.net
https://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/
https://www.eslvideo.com/
https://www.stitcher.com/
https://learningenglish.voanews.com/
https://www.scientificamerican.com
https://www.npr.org/programs/
https://ocw.mit.edu/courses/audio-video-courses/
https://checkplease.wttw.com/video


https://storycorps.org
https://thekidshouldseethis.com
https://www.nytimes.com/column/the-daily
https://www.esl-lab.com/
https://hiddenbrain.org/myunsunghero/
http://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/elc/studyzone/index.htm
http://esl-bits.net
https://www.scientificamerican.com
https://daily.jstor.org/
http://www.rd.com/
https://www.rong-chang.com/
http://www.shortstoryguide.com/short-stories-for-college-students-university-students/
https://theconversation.com/
http://www.uefap.com/writing/writfram.htm
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl_exercises/grammar_exercises/index.html
https://writeandimprove.com/
https://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/describing-quantities/


https://lsa.umich.edu/sweetland/undergraduates/writing-guides.html
https://writingcenter.gmu.edu/writing-resources
https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/purdue_owl.html
https://www.zotero.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BQL_7C-YqBk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/thesaurus
http://learnersdictionary.com/
https://www.wordnik.com/
http://roadtogrammar.com
http://www.chompchomp.com/exercises.htm
http://www.rong-chang.com/grammar.htm
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl_exercises/grammar_exercises/index.html
https://www.english-4u.de/grammar_exercises.htm
https://www.englisch-hilfen.de/en/inhalt_grammar.htm
https://www.vox.com/
https://slate.com/
https://www.cnn.com/
https://www.cnn.com/cnn10
https://www.nytimes.com
https://iit.libanswers.com/faq/270324


https://www.edupass.org/living/
https://www.edupass.org/culture/
http://chicago.metromix.com
https://www.chicagoreader.com
https://www.timeout.com/chicago
https://www.choosechicago.com/things-to-do/museums-and-arts/free-museum-days/
http://www.chicagomag.com/
https://chicago.eater.com/eater-38
https://checkplease.wttw.com/video
https://www.yelp.com/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/
https://chicago.suntimes.com

