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Seed Safety Conference 
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 Background
 The safety of seeds plays a critical role in the safety of sprouts

 Sprout growers in the US source their seeds globally

 Working with stakeholders around the world to ensure seeds intended for 
sprouting are produced and processed in a way that minimizes microbial 
contamination does meet CFSAN’s program goal 





Agenda
Day 1, August 14, 2024
Opening Remarks
Girvin Liggans, PhD, REHS, DAAS, U.S. Food and Drug Administration, USA 
Jason Wan, PhD, Institute for Food Safety and Health, USA

Part I: Seeds for Sprouting, CEA and Other Applications: Production Practices and Risk Profiles
Chair: Tong-Jen Fu, PhD, U.S. Food and Drug Administration 

Microbiological Risk Profiles of Germinated Seeds, Sprouts, Microgreens, and Baby Leaf Grown Under Controlled Environmental 
Agriculture
Keith Warriner, PhD, University of Guelph, Canada  

Overview of 2012-2021 Sprout-Associated Outbreaks
Asma Madad, MS, MPH, CPH, U.S. Food and Drug Administration, USA

Seed Production, Harvest, Processing, Handling, and Distribution - A Food Safety Focus
Trevor Suslow, PhD, University of California, Davis (Retired), USA

Seed Matters? Perspectives on Sprouts and Microgreens Safety Associated with Seeds
Zhenlei Xiao, PhD, University of Connecticut, USA

Food Safety Considerations for Seeds Used in Controlled Environment Agriculture (CEA) Production
Melanie Yelton, PhD, GrowBig CEA Consultants, USA
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Part IV: Risk Management Approaches by Government Agencies
Chair: Patricia Homola, PhD, U.S. Food and Drug Administration 

US FDA Guidance and Policy Related to Seed for Sprouting
Patricia Homola, PhD, U.S. Food and Drug Administration, USA

EU Regulations on the Production of Sprouts and Imports of Seeds for Sprouting
Jelle Kuijper, Evers Specials, Netherlands

USDA Export Certification Program for Seeds Destined for Sprouting
Carrie Sayasithsena, USDA Agricultural Marketing Service, USA

Highlights of the FDA Food Traceability Rule
Asma Madad, MS, MPH, CPH, U.S. Food and Drug Administration, USA



Key Takeaways

 US regulations applicable to sprout operations
 Produce Safety Rule (does not apply to seed suppliers/distributors)
 Food Traceability Rule

 Seed distributors play an important role in educating farmers, seed 
processors and sprout growers to follow food safety best practices

 Sprout growers are aware of food safety risks associated with seeds and 
have implemented control measures to reduce risks 

 Sprouts no longer on the list of Top 10 Riskiest Foods
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Questions?
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